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GOD'S SERVANTS DO NOT GET FRUSTRATED 
BY THE DEVIL'S SCHEMES
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 19, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on 
west side of the worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If you children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The Christian lives as wheat among weeds as he waits for the harvest. In the 
Prayer of the Day, we ask for the spirit to live like wheat - to think and to do 
what is right - even while we live in this sinful world. Living with an eye on 
the coming harvest gives us encouragement, comfort, and hope.

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is green, which signifies the growth of courage we 
have as God reminds us of his love and power.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions below.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . NIV. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-719903 

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in 

this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a 

God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold off on 
communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy 
to explain why we ask you to do this.
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Come, You Thankful People, Come| CW 613
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - All

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called     servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. | CW p.16

Even though this is a Thanksgiving hymn (meant 
to be sung around/after harvest time), the verses 

echo the Gospel and the theme of the day very well!
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C:   ♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do 
anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according 
to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 44:6-11
Despite all the schemes of the enemy, we do not tremble.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 18| CW p.69
Read responsively

All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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M: The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer,
My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.

C: He reached down from on high and took hold of me;
He rescued me from my powerful enemy.

M: He brought me out into a spacious place;
He rescued me because he delighted in me.

All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

M: You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;
My God turns my darkness into light.

C: You save the humble
But bring low those whose eyes are haughty.

M: You give me your shield of victory,
And your right hand sustains me. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 4:1-11
In the midst of the enemy's schemes, we live with self-control and sound judgment.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY   
M: Alleluia! My Word will not return to me empty, 
C: but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Alleluia! (Isaiah 55:11b)

This part of the service usually highlights one of the 
central truths included in the theme for the day. No 

matter the devil’s schemes, God’s Word does 
exactly what God sends it to do.
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Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The enemy will try to ruin the harvest, but God will not allow it.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide | CW 541 (1-4)
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Women; 3 - Men; 4 - All

SERMON - DO YOU WANT TO SUFFER?



8

Please stand.
RESPONSE                                       | CW p.20
 ♫  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
Amen. ♫

Be seated.

OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 

receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share  happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you 
give us to eat and drink in the sacrament.  Through these means of grace, you send 
the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth.

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another.

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, 
lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness.  The times and days are 
perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open 
our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to 
share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the 
school, the government, and all good institutions that you have established for the 
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benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring 
your healing to troubles homes and lives.

C:  Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

PREFACE |CW p. 21
M: The Lord be with you.
C:      And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C:     We lift them up unto the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:  It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song:

“The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer above 
all prayers, the greatest of all 

prayers, which has been taught by 
the greatest Master of all, in which 
all spiritual and bodily trouble is 
comprehended and which is the 

strongest consolation in all 
temptations, tribulations, and in the 

last hour.” – Martin Luther
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C: ♫ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of heavenly hosts: | CW p. 22
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. ♫

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. | CW p.23
C:  ♫ Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 
Amen.  ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because 
the Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving 
the sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests 
to speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the 
position of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and 
prove them from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis 
of God’s Word, so that you might commune with us in the future!

THE DISTRIBUTION
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Please stand.
THANKSGIVING  | CW p.24
C: ♫ Lord, now you let your servant 

depart in peace according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before 
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and the glory of your people Israel. ♫

M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C:       And his mercy endures forever.

M: Let us pray together.
C: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 
but will rule in our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly 
serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C:      Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN Saints of God, the Dawn Is Brightening | CW 578 (1) 

Verse 1 - All

Normally used as a meal 
prayer to return thanks to 

God, these words are 
extremely fitting for God’s 

people to pray after receiving 
the gifts of his holy Supper.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS
1. In Isaiah 44:7, God calls on the reader to declare “the things that took place since the 

time he established an ancient people” and “what is yet to come and what is going to 
take place.” 
a. What does that look like for the Christian in Wisconsin Rapids in 2020?

b. In what ways does doing so make you not tremble or not be frightened (v. 8)?

2. Jesus explains the parable of the wheat and the weeds. And yet, we might be left 
wondering what it means for us. What different biblical doctrines come into play as 
you think about the wheat and the weeds? Here are some thoughts to get you 
started: Who alone knows who’s a wheat and who’s a weed? What is our job as 
wheat living among the weeds? What gives us the urgency to do what God calls us 
to do? What biblical teachings must we hold in tension with one another?

3. 1 Peter is a letter written to people who are hurting. In one way or another, that’s all 
of us. Read all of 1 Peter (should only take 5-10 minutes). How does reading the 
entire letter in one sitting add to your understanding of chapter 4?

4. Many might think that sound judgment and self-control (1 Peter 4:7) are objective 
things: what’s always right for me is always right for you. But God didn’t knit us 
together that way. First, why are there differences between my definition of sound 
judgment and your definition of sound judgment (same with self-control)? Second, 
how do Christians work together despite these differences?

5. Action item: zero in on a gift that God has given you. It could be a spiritual, physical, 
emotional, relational, or mental gift; basically, it can be in any part of your life. It 
doesn’t have to be unique, but it might be. Once you pick that gift, write down three 
ways you can use that gift this week to serve others.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Christian Citizenship Is an Opportunity and a Challenge 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

ORDINATION SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY            July 26 | 4:00 PM           

You are invited to a formal celebration of Pastor Plagenz’s entry into the pastoral ministry.  
The ordination and installation service will take place at 4:00 PM next Sunday. Masks are 
required, but we have some on-hand if you need one. 

There is a meal following the service for Pastor Plagenz’s immediate family; visiting 
pastors and their families; St. Paul’s staff plus leadership and their families; and other St. 
Paul’s members as space allow. (We need to limit seating due to social distancing 
requirements.)

Volunteers are needed on Saturday, July 25 at 9:00 AM to help with set up and decorating.  
After the meal on Sunday, help is needed for cleanup and washing dishes. If you 
have questions, please contact Randy DeBoer (715-572-1573 or patmdeboer@gmail.com) 
or Jan Peronto (715-340-2809 or jkp111310@gmail.com).

SCHOOL GRADUATION AND AWARDS CEREMONY July 20 | 6:30 PM  

The graduation ceremony for preschool and 8th graders along with an awards ceremony 
will take place on Monday in the church sanctuary.  The safer practices we use for church 
services will be followed.  After the ceremony, ice cream treats will be provided outside. 

SUNDAY STUDY TAKING A BREAK

We have a lot of special services during the next few weeks (see Upcoming Events on p. 
15).  Special services tend to run long and require more preparation just before the service, 
not allowing much time for the Bible study between the services.  Therefore, from July 26 
to August 23, we will not have a Sunday Bible study.  We look forward to coming back 
together, eager to study, on August 30.
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HELPING THE COMMUNITY                                                                

Due to the economic slowdown caused by the pandemic, more families are struggling this 
year. You can help by donating to two community projects. The first is the school supply 
drive, Stuff the School Bus. Place your donations in and around the basket in the 
Welcome Center by August 5. The supplies will be distributed to families need during an 
event at Lincoln High School on August 16-17.  The second project is our own Clothing 
Giveaway. Donations of clothing will be accepted in the cafeteria on August 4-5 from 
10AM to 6PM. Families and individuals can “shop” in our gym on August 6-8.  If you 
would like to volunteer to help at the Clothing Giveaway, please sign up in the Welcome 
Center or look for the link on our website under the Serve tab.

DIME & DOLLAR ACCEPTING BACK TO SCHOOL DONATIONS

Although the details of school reopenings are up in the air, it is time to prepare the 
younger generation for their eventual return to classrooms. Dime & Dollar Thrift Store is 
looking for the following items in very good to excellent condition.

For college students:
 Apartment size refrigerators & microwaves
 Apartment furniture such as desks, drop leaf tables, bookshelves, end tables, 

loveseats, futons, etc.
 Plastic dishes, silverware, pots and pans, etc.
 Towels, bed linen (sheets & comforters), shower curtains, etc.

For younger children:
 Any school supplies in very good to excellent condition such as crayons, scissors, 

sturdy folders, etc. (No 3-ring binders or used notebooks, please!)

Please bring donations to the Dime & Dollar Thrift Store in Stevens Point Monday through 
Friday between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  Make sure all donations are clean and in good 
working order.  Profits from the thrift store benefit Northland Lutheran High School.

USE THRIVENT CHOICE

If you have a Thrivent account, you may qualify to send an extra gift to St. Paul’s at no 
cost to you through the Thrivent Choice program. Check with your Thrivent 
representative or log into your Thrivent account to see if you qualify. Our school recently 
received a $24 gift through this program.
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CALENDAR                               July 19-26

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals
6:30 PM School Graduation & Awards

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:00 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria
4:30 PM Board of Fellowship in the Welcome Cent4er
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship
4:00 PM Ordination/Installation Service for Pastor Plagenz

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug 2 Confirmation Sunday
Aug 9 Easter 2.0
Aug 16 New Member Welcome/Baptism Affirmations
Aug 23 Celebration of Mr. Pahl’s 40 years in Ministry

OFFERING REPORT

From July 1, 2020 to July 10, 2020
Actual ministry income:  $13,537                                                                 
Actual cost of ministry:    $55,505          

Mortgage balance:  $1,379,471 

      

I consider that our 

present sufferings are 

not worth comparing with 

the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 

ROMANS  8:18
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